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1 . AS EXPECTED, DEFENSE MINISTER SHIMON PERES ANNOUNCED LAST 
NIGHT IN A TV INTERVIEW THAT HE WOULD CHALLENGE PRIME 
MINISTER RABIN FOR THE TOP SPOT ON THE LABOR PARTY KNESSET 
LIST. PERES INDICATED THAT, IF SUCCESSFUL, HE WOULD REDUCE 
THE NUMBER OF MINISTRIES AND BRING YOUNG PEOPLE AND A WOMAN 
INTO THE CABINET. HE WOULD ALSO BE WILLING TO INCLUDE RABIN 
AND ABBA EBAN IN HIS GOVERNMENT AND SAID, IN RESPONSE TO A 
QUESTION, THAT AS PRIME MINISTER HE WOULD NOT RETAIN THE 
DEFENSE PORTFOLIO. 

2. PERES' MOVE FOLLOWED A DECISION BY THE IHUD, THE ORGANIZA- 
TION OF MAPAI COLLECTIVE SETTLEMENTS AND AN IMPORTANT FORCE 
IN THE LABOR PARTY, NOT TO OPPOSE COMPETITION IN THE PARTY 
FOR THE PREMIERSHIP. AT THE SAME TIME IHUD DECIDED 

NOT TO ENDORSE ANYONE FOR THE TOP SPOT ON LABOR'S LIST-- 
PROBABLY A DISAPPOINTMENT FOR RABIN. 
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3. ON ANOTHER STAGE, THERE IS ACTIVITY AMONG LIBERAL- 
CENTER PARTIES BENT ON MERGING OR BLOC-FORMING. THE 
GENERAL PICTURE IS ONE OF THE ESTABLISHED CENTER GROUPS 
WOOING YIGAEL YADIN, BUT BEING REBUFFED BY HIS SOMEWHAT 
EXORBITANT DEMAND THAT SUITORS MUST "JOIN" HIS DEOMCRATIC 
MOVEMENT FOR CHANGE (DMC) AS INDIVIDUALS AFTER FIRST 
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DISSOLVING THEIR OWN PARTY AND RESIGNING THEIR KNESSET 
SEATS. 

4. INDEPENDENT MK BINYAMIN HALEVY, WHO BOLTED THE LIKUD 
LAST YEAR, HAS INDICATED THAT HE WILL JOIN THE DMC. PRE- 
SUMABLY, HE WILL RESIGN HIS SEAT. HOWEVER, RECENT TALKS 
BETWEEN THE DMC AND SHULAMIT ALONI'S CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 
(CRM) BROKE UP OVER THE LATTER’S REFUSAL TO ACCEPT YADIN'S 
TERMS FOR MERGING. 

5. THERE ARE ALSO DISCUSSIONS AMONG SEVERAL OF THE LIBERAL- 
CENTER GROUPS WITH A VIEW TO FORMING A GROUPING TO COMPETE 
WITH THE DMC. CRM AND ILP LEADERS HAVE CONFERRED THIS WEEK 
ON A POSSIBLE MERGER, AND THE ILP'S MOSHE KOL IS ALSO 
CURRENTLY MEETING WITH THE FREE CENTER'S SHMUEL TAMIR ON 
THE SUBJECT. 

6. COMMENT: A MAJOR PART OF YADIN'S APPEAL IS HIS FRESH- 
NESS AND LACK OF IDENTIFICATION WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT. 

HE DOES NOT WANT TO COMPROMISE THIS IMAGE BY ALIGNING 
WITH EXISTING PARTIES. AT THE MOMENT YADIN CAN AFFORD 
TO PLAY HARD-TO-GET; MOST OBSERVERS (CONFIRMED BY POLLS) 
GIVE HIM A COMMANDING LEAD OVER ANY OTHER CENTER PARTY. 
PROTECTING THIS LEAD WILL BE HIS MAJOR CHALLENGE IN THE 

CAMPAIGN AHEAD. MOREOVER, THE OUTCOME OF PERES’ CHALLENGE 
TO RABIN WILL UNDOUBTEDLY AFFECT YADIN'S PROSPECTS. 

IT IS BELIEVED THAT A LABOR PARTY LIST HEADED BY PERES AND 
OTHER NEW FACES COULD BRING BACK MANY DISENCHANTED LABOR 
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VOTERS WHO NOW APPEAR ATTRACTED TO ISRAEL'S "MR. CLEAN." 
DUNNIGAN 
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